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notice to quit. I remember that some lads who were at
school with me had to leave the neighbourhood. I was
very young, but young lads do not forget things of that sort*
I knew the reason why they left: it was because the squire
of the parish had turned their fathers out of their homes
purely because they dared to vote for the Liberal candidate.
After the election notices to quit were showered upon the
tenants, What happened? They were turned out by the
score on to the roadside, because they dared to vote accord-
ing to their consciences* But they woke the spirit of the
mountains, the genius of freedom that fought the might of
the Normans for two centuries. There was such a feeling
aroused amongst the people that, ere it was done, the political
power of landlordism in Wales was shattered as effectively
as the power of the Druids, It is my first memory of
politics, and that is why I am proud to be President of the
Gladstone League/*
The year 1886 was a red-letter date in the election annals
of Wales, for it saw the victorious return of Tom Ellis as
Member for Merionethshire, It is probably correct to say
that not even Lloyd George, when at the zenith of his
popularity between 1905 and 1914, occupied quite such a
position in the hearts of the Welsh people as did that noble
and gifted man* He died at the age of forty* when the only
office he had held was that of Chief Whip; and it is possible
that his fame would have decreased had his days been
lengthened* However that may be, cut down in the flower
of his manhood, when the great causes which he, with
prophetic &e, had proclaimed were on the threshold of
victory, he left a whole nation stricken with poignant grief
at the loss, and dedicated to something akin to worship of
his memory. To-day hi* name is seldom on the lips of a
generation which has entered into the fruits of his labour;
but up and down the valleys and hillsides of Wales one